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Dear Sir: 

The references cited on the enclosed form PTO/SB/08A may be relevant or material to the 
examination of the above-identified patent application and are, therefore, submitted in 
compliance with the duty of disclosure defined in 37 C.F.R. §1 .56. 

Reference citation numbers 1 through 5 were cited in the European Search Report, date of 
communication being September 29, 2006, in the counterpart European patent application of 
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This statement should be considered because it is submitted after the period specified under 
37 C.F.R. §1. 97(c), but filed on or before payment of the issue fee as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(d). 

Certification Under 37 C.F.R. 51.97(e) - Reference Citation Nos. 1 through 5 

Each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from the European patent office in the counterpart foreign application of a 
related application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement (certification under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e)(1 )). 

Certification Under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e) - Reference Citation No. 6 

No item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the 
knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable inquiry, no item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to any individual 
designated in § 1.56 (c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information 
disclosure statement (certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 (e)(2)). 
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